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June 26, 2025 

To:   Mr. Tom Altman and the TSSHOF Selection Committee 

From:  Jerry Koch and Gary McCoy, Lubbock Senior Softball Nominating Committee and 
Recommenders for Induction 

RE:  Claude Leslie “Les” Clemmons, Candidate for Induction – Special (Lifetime) 
Achievement 

 

Les Clemmons was a man of honor and faith who became a leader and mentor for eighteen 
years in Lubbock Senior Softball and Senior Softball USA.  We submit the following 
insights, essays, and stories for (sadly) posthumous recognition as a Texas Senior Softball 
Hall of Famer. 

Les’s impact on Senior Softball – coach, player, sponsor, and administrator - locally in 
Lubbock, and in SSUSA Tournament ball was the logical continuation of a lifetime of 
athletic competition and sportsmanship.  He played High School Football, then Rec and 
Church League Softball for his entire life, migrating to Senior Softball as soon as he was 
eligible, turning 50 in 2003. 

After one year as a player, Les began fourteen continuous years as a player, coach, and 
Board member for Lubbock Senior Softball.  He served as a league Commissioner, Player 
Agent, and a seven-year stint as President of our local group.  From 2009 – 2018, he 
sponsored a team as well as coached and played.   

More clearly than most anyone we know, Les understood and embodied the reality that 
sports not only builds character; it more importantly reveals character.  Les’s sense of 
honor, faith, and relentless good humor showed up on the field in every game he played 
and every meeting he chaired or attended.  After coaching other sponsored teams for five 
years, Les sponsored his own, choosing “John 3:16” for his team name.  We knew at the 
outset that Les wanted our play to honor his Lord’s love, and his team wore it, literally, on 
their sleeves. Though he rarely spoke of his faith or sought in any way to sway others to 
religion, he embodied a generous spirit and caring heart throughout his life and most 
certainly while swinging a bat or wearing a glove. As a team coach and Board leader, he led 
us to honorable play, largely by example.  And when there were inevitable breaches, Les led 
the Board to call for amends from oaending players, always with an eye toward restoring 
honor for any player so involved.    

As Board President, he led the discussion and implementation of a moment of prayer 
before every game.  He wanted it known that it was an honor and privilege to be playing this 
kid’s game at our age, and for our time.  He was among the first to learn, and make it 
known, when one of our own was in need or struggling.  Often when one of us was home ill, 
hurt, or even in the hospital, Les’s initiative brought our friend’s spirit to the field as we 
named them before first pitch.  A grateful player wrote this to Board and Les shared it as 
President: 



Words cannot describe the feelings you and the organization have bestowed on me.  
My last prayer in the middle of the diamond touched my heart in a way that will 
never be forgotten.  Your gift lit up my room with love and support.  It was great 
seeing Les and (name redacted) at my bedside, cheering me on.  Thanks so much 
for all of these things.  I am blessed to have all of you in my life.  With Fondest 
Regards, (Name redacted) 

We believe Les Clemmons regarded playing softball and leading us by example as a sacred 
calling.  His deeds matched his creeds. 

Les was not only a man of honor, he brought relentless good humor, admirable skill, and 
clever guile to the field.  He switched his sponsorship name for the next ten years to the 
“Desert Penguins.”  And a sacred stuaed Penguin was their dugout mascot.  This was a 
devilish side-eye to the West Texas dust and wind.  And there were a couple of guys on his 
teams that acted the part, lining to left and making their way down to first as best they 
could.   

Les was primarily a pitcher.  Though Les was our coach for two years each, we soon wound 
up as a fellow coaches and of course, opposing players.  We always let our team know that 
Les’s first pitch was going to be the best one you were going to see.  After that, you were on 
defense to his motions, pace, and spins.  He was also among our best hitters and most 
emotionally competitive, all the while putting sportsmanship and respect in every play.  As 
the best of them do, Les led by example. 

Beyond our locale, Les took over a floundering tournament team and became its coach and 
sponsor.  He somewhat ironically called this bunch the “Claude-Hoppers.”  His 55+ AA 
team played regional tournaments from 2008-2012, travelling across Texas, spreading his 
love for the game, and winning hearts if not championships.   

His most memorable tournament, however, was little known, and not often remembered.  
One of our own had little money, scant insurance, and a heart requiring surgery.  Without 
going on and on about it, Les rallied our members, organized a tournament, we had some 
fun, and made a diaerence.  The funds were significant, as was the horseplay and laughter.  
Our guy needed the latter as much as the money.   

In any and all things, Les brought an almost evangelical energy to softball.  The field was his 
calling, and he wanted to expand the fold.  Gery Jennings, of Amarillo, wrote what follows 
as a testimony to Les’s love of the game.  He and Gary rather single-handedly initiated and 
perpetrated what is now a thriving partner to Lubbock Senior Softball.  Gary’s nomination 
form speaks for itself. 
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Finally, we would like to add a personal note regarding the friendship, kinship, rivalry, and 
good fun we shared with Les through softball.  Les was Jerry’s first coach in 2004 and 
Gary’s in 2005.  He mentored us into the league, and his big booming voice cheered us on 
as we got better.  Later, when we were coaching against him and facing his pitching, we’d 
on occasion maybe hit a double, or make our way around one way or another.  Les would 
watch us lumber in; he’d back up the throw then give us a little nod or smirk:  “Getcha next 
time.”   

Player, coach, sponsor, friend.  We believe Les Clemmons was the best among us.  
Honoring him with induction would be a way for all who knew him, and shared time and 
place on the field, to know that he is indeed, “Safe at Home.” 
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